Are your outlier charges likely to raise CMS scrutiny?
Federal regulators believe certain hospital charging practices are causing some hospitals to disproportionately benefit from use of cost outliers. Healthcare financial managers should determine if their hospital meets CMS criteria proposed for use in auditing outlier charges. Financial managers at hospitals that meet these criteria should assess their charge levels to ensure that they are consistent with market, ensure all documentation relating to increases is retained, and consult with an attorney about performing a shadow audit of outlier documentation.